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Use Microsoft Office with confidence- accessibility hacks for students

According to a 2018 survey conducted by non-profit organization Jisc, one in five students use assistive or adaptive technologies, often by
choice rather than necessity. What this tells us is that accessible technology is not exclusively a disability issue, but rather a requirement of
a diverse digital age which has seen us all develop unique ways of learning and living.

Universally designed digital services enables all of us to fulfil our potential, but for those with specific access needs it actually makes cer-
tain tasks possible. To mark Global Accessibility Awareness Day on Thursday 16" May 2019 we are sharing a series of ways Microsoft’s in-
built accessibility features reflect their mission “to empower every person and every organisation on the planet to achieve more”, in par-
ticular disabled students dealing with deadlines and exams this time of year.

According to Studies in Higher Education 95% of disabled students have reported struggling with note-taking, however a 2019 Depart-
ment for Education survey reveal that only 25% of disabled students were even aware of the assistive technology available through their
institution. Free (for students), accessible and mainstream, Microsoft Office 365 can help to fill this gap and break down barriers to inde-
pendent learning.

Read on to discover the ways Word, PowerPoint and more can empower you to create and consume content with confidence:

Learning Tools

Described as one of the top Dyslexia Apps by Dyslexic Advantage Microsoft’s Learning Tools are invaluable to students with learning differ-
ences, or any student who has trouble decoding dense text and proofreading essays.

Built into Word , OneNote and Outlook, Learning Tool’s Immersive Reader improves fluency and comprehension by reading text aloud,
breaking words down into syllables and increasing line spacing. Deciphering complicated sentences need no longer be a barrier, as you can
optimize fonts to reduce visual crowding, implement grammar highlighting, change the background colour for ease of viewing and turn on
focus mode which highlights a document line by line.

Bonus hack!
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approachability, obtainability, nearne-...
Powered by OxfordDictionaries © Oxford
University Press

More
Accessibility
Accessibility refers to the design of
products, devices, services, or
enviranments for people with disabilities.
The concept of accessible design ensures
both "direct access" (i.e. unassisted) ar ...
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